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O’Neil Watson Robinson 

First Owner of the Robinson House 

As certain as can be currently determined, the building 
acquired by the Society in 1998 was built about 1821 by 
O’Neil Watson Robinson, who was bom in Chatham, NH, 2 1 
September 1 797, the son of Increase and Mary Cox Robinson. 
According to a document quoted in Lapham’s Histoiy of 
Bethel , Robinson’s name was listed on a petition from Bethel 
to the Massachusetts Governor for permission to form a 
regiment and to elect officers dated 29 December 1815. In his 
genealogical section, Dr. Lapham notes that he was here prior 



O'Neil W. Robinson (1797-1867) 


to Maine statehood or just afterward. Since the house was 
apparently constructed ca. 1821, the earlier date may be more 
likely as he may have met his future wife, Betsey Hilton 
^ raw. while she was visiting her sisters, Agnes Straw Mason 
d Abigail Straw Hastings, who lived next door on Broad 
Street in a southerly direction from the Robinson House. 
Robinson established a general store next to his residence and 
also became a licensed retailer of spiritous liquors after he 

Continued on page 10 


WESTERN MAINE SAINTS 
The York and Carter Families 
Conversion to Mormonism 
and Western Migration 

by Carole York 

“ I first embraced Mormonism in 1834 in the town of 
Newry, Oxford County, State of Maine. The first elders I ever 
heard preach were John F. Boynton and Daniel Bean. They 
came to my father ’s house, and my mother lay very sick. The 
doctors had given her up. The elders told her they were 
preaching a new doctrine and they told her that she could be 
healed if she could have faith, that they would lay hands upon 
her. They did lay hands upon her and said, ‘In the name of 
the Lord Jesus be thou made whole. ’ And she was made 
whole and arose and called for her clothes and said I must go 
to the water. She walked one half mile and was baptized in 
the river called the Bear River and confirmed. And there was 
a large branch raised up in that place. ” 

John Carter did not join the Church. When his wife was 
healed, he said, “that sure beats doctor bills, ” but he never 
joined the Church. 

The above account of the conversion of Hannah Knight 
Libby Carter to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, also known as the Mormon Church, was written by her 
daughter, Eliza Ann Carter Snow. This essay will describe 
the conversion experiences and western journey of the closely 
related York and Carter families and their efforts to help 
settle Salt Lake and other Mormon towns in Utah and the 
southwest. The David and Patty Bartlett Sessions family and 
Mary Ann Frost Stearns Pratt and her family have been 
featured in previous issues of The Courier. By looking 
closely at the conversion and western migration of the Latter- 
day Saints from Bethel and Newry, the history of the early 
church is enhanced and enlarged. Moreover, this analysis 
contributes to the history of backcountry Maine during the 
years following the Revolutionary War. 

This was a period of religious unrest and revivalism — the 
Second Great Awakening that had started in New England 
during the 1790s. Between 1825 and 1832, evangelist 
Charles Finney aroused great excitement as he preached 
across what has been called the “Burned Over District” of 
New York State, so named because it was a flashpoint of 
religious fervor. By the 1 830s the Second Great Awakening 
had begun to wane. 

The York, Carter, Frost and Sessions families illustrate the 
dedication and devotion that inspired Mormons to persevere 
in the face of opposition, harassment, and even violence. 
Mob attacks against the Mormons occurred in Ohio, Missouri 
and Illinois, and Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum were 
murdered in Carthage, Illinois, in 1844. Like thousands of 
other Saints, these early members of the church endured the 

Continued on page 5 



PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR 2008 


President’s Column 


February 1 6— 34th Annual Heritage Day 
March-April-Course: “Topics in New England History” 

May 8-Lecturc: “Benedict Arnold’s March Through Maine to 
Quebec” by Thomas Desjardin, Ph.D., Historic Site 
Specialist, Bureau of Parks and Lands 
May 24-Annual Faye Taylor Memorial Art Show 
May 24-Annual St. Never’ s Day Sale 
June 12-Lecture: “The Enigma of James G. Blaine” by Neil 
Rolde, Biographer, Maine Author and Publisher 
July 1-Exhibit Opening: Mason House Exhibit Hall, “The 
Grange in Maine” 

July 4-Fourth of July Community Picnic featuring concert by 
the Portland Brass Quintet 
July 26-Ripley Brass Band Festival 
August 8-Hall Memorial Lecture, “Marsden Hartley: New 
England History and 1930s Regionalism” by Donna 
Cassidy, Ph.D., American and New England Studies 
Program, University of Southern Maine 
August 8-10-Sudbury Canada Days- Annual Summer Heritage 
Festival 

September 1 l-43rd Annual Meeting, Potluck Supper, Lecture: 
“Historic Maine Presidential and Senatorial Election 
Campaigns as Recalled by the Political Memorabilia of 
the Time” by Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr., Director, 
Maine Historic Preservation Commission and State 
Historian 

October 9-Lecture: Marketing Apples in Maine” by Ben B. 

Conant, Curator, Paris Cape Historical Sociey 
October/November-Fall Course-TBA 
November 13-Lecture: “Androscoggin River Water Quality: 
Past, Present, and Future” by Barry Mower, Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection 
December 4-Annual “Christmas with the Masons” 

December 31-1 1th Annual New Year’s Bethel Celebration 


BETHEL HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S 
COMMITMENT TO THE FUTURE 

The Bethel Historical Society is committed to building 
on its reputation as a premier regional history center that 
will continue to enrich the educational and cultural life of 
its community for generations to come. Members and 
friends have generously contributed to the operations of 
the Society and to the acquisition of the Robinson House. 
In order to ensure the long-term maintenance and further 
development of the Center’s facilities, programs, and 
collections, the Society is seeking new forms of support. 
Y ou, readers of The Courier , are asked to consider making 
a charitable gift to the Society through a bequest in your 
will, the establishment of a trust, or a number of other 
financial arrangements and options that are available. 
These charitable gifts can be structured to support the 
Society’s mission while at the same time assuring the 
security of your family. For more information, please 
contact the Society by calling (207) 824-2908 or (800) 
824-2910 or by writing to P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 
04217-0012 or by emailing: info@bethelhistorical.org 


As we close on 2007 and look toward 2008, it is 
important to focus on at least four recent items of interest 
at this time. 

From my perspective, New Year’s Bethel X continue 
to be one of tne highlights of the program year. Although 
attendance was down from previous years, the enthusiasm 
of those who turned out was a most appropriate way to 
welcome 2008. One couple came from Tennessee just to 
attend our event. 

In a previous column, I note that the Planning Study 
undertaken by the Board of Trustees in the first half of 
2007 had been completed and that the Board was 
considering the conclusions of the study and formulating 
plans to determine how to proceed with accomplishing the 
Society’s vision for the future. 

The Planning Study provided recommendations to be 
taken before launching a successful campaign. One of the 
these steps was the formation of a Readiness Task Force, 
which has been formed and has met several times during 
the past few months. This committee will be using the 
Planning Study as a departure point in determining what 
specific steps are necessary to put the Society in a solid 
readiness posture for a future campaign. In my next 
column, I expect to discuss what steps will be suggested 
by the Task Force. 

The self-assessment phase of the Governance 
Assessment sponsored by the American Association of 
Museums was completed in December. The next phase 
calls for a surveyor to visit the Society in the spring to 
provide a peer review of the Society’s governance 
practices. This visit will mark the culmination of an 
eighteen month effort designed to assist the Board of 
Trustees, the governing authority of the Society, to 
improve its governance practices. f 

The new standing committee of the Society, 
Mineralogy and Mining, will meet for the first time in 
January. The membership of this committee includes 
Frank Perham, Hugh Chapman, Woodrow Thompson, 
Norman Davis, Mary McFadden, Larry Stifler, and 
Addison Saunders, all of whom represent a knowledgeable 
and highly respected group of individuals who possess an 
active interest in minerals and mining in Western Maine. 
This committee will play a key role in guiding the future 
of the planned mineralogy and mining museum within the 
Society’s proposed additit 


Center. 


iition to the Regional History 


Allen Cressy 


SOCIETY OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 

Allen Cressy, President; Susan Herlihy, Vice President; 
William Andrews, Secretary and Clerk of the Trustees; 
Walter Hatch, Treasurer; Trustees: Bruce Pierce, Arlan 
Jodrey, Sylvia Clanton, Kathy Kunkle, Tineke Ouwinga 


ANNUAL FUND 

Help keep the Society strong by making a gift to its 
Annual Fund Campaign. Tax deductible contributions help“S 
support its exhibits, special events, publications, and othe. 
programming. Gifts in any amount may be made 
throughout the year to the Society at P.O. Box 12, Bethel, 
ME 04217-0012. 
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2007 Annual Fund 


528,532.00 from 417 donors 
Much appreciation is due all the following: 


$ 2500 — $ 5000 

ExxonMobil 

$ 1000 — S2499 
„oan S. Goodhew, Atlanta, GA 
Goodwin's Inc., Norway 
Walter and Carolyn Hatch, Bethel 

Mary McFadden and Larry Stifler, Brookline, MA; in honor of Stanley 
Howe and Randall Bennett for their extraordinary commitment 
to the area's history 


$500 — $999 

Arlan and Eleanor Jodrey, Bethel 

$250 — $ 499 

June Abbott, Bethel 

William and Deborah Andrews, Newry 

A1 and Lee Barth, Paris 

Dorothy Bartlett, Bethel; in memoty of Urban and Lillian Bartlett 
Donald and Kathy Bennett, Orlando, FL 
Ted and Kitty Chadboume, Cumberland Center 
Senator Susan Collins, Bangor 

Howard S. Fales, Redding, CT; in memory of Alice M. Fates 
John E. Jacobsen. Jr., Pompton Plains, NJ 
The Helen and John Kubach Trust 
Norway Savings Bank 

The Rev'd and Mrs. W. Ramsey Richardson, Charlottesville, VA; in 
honor of Stephen Trent Seames 
Sunday River Skiway Corp., Bethel 

S 100 — $249 

Wilder and Alice Abbott, Bethel 
Ernest and Alberta Angevine, Bethel 
Roberta Arbree, Randolph, NH 
Nat and Elizabeth Bartholomaei, Hilton Head, SC 
Urban C. Bartlett, Bethel 
James and Julia Brown Bennett, Northfield, VT 
Lawrence and Christine Bennett, Westbrook; in memoty of Violet M. 
Bennett 

Hi and Maty Lou Berry, Newry; in memoty of Eva Chapman and Helen 
E. Berty 
Bethel Citizen 

Kenneth and Gwyneth Bohr, Bethel 
/^on Borreson, Sparta, WI; in memoty of Daniel Beckler and Frank 
Miller families 

uarryl Brown/Main-Land Development Consultants, Livermore Falls 
Edward and Cynthia Bush, Harpswell; in memoty of Richard and 
Catherine Bush 

Dennis and Wendy Carey, Atlanta, GA 

Stanford and Pauline Carver, Wappingers Falls, NY 

A. J. Connelly and D. R Jones, Portland 

Victor L. Coolidge, Bethel 

Allen and Jacqueline Cressy, Bethel 

Joanna and Josiah Drummond, Bethel 

Mrs. K. M. Eames, Cape Elizabeth 

Mary W. Eichel, Auburn, M A; in memory of Robert Eichel 

David Freiday, Bethel 

David M. Gates, Ann Arbor. MI 

Susan Hardenbrook, Palo Alto, CA; in memoty of Carol B. Hardenbrook 

Annie Hastings, Bethel 

Bruce W. Hazelton, Cumberland 

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Head, Bethel; in memoty of H. N. Head 
Clayton Jr, and Helen T. Heath, Norway 

Stanley R. Howe, Bethel, in memoty ofPersis Post, Gayland Dooen, 
Jean Mills Hutchins, Ruth Kittredge, Richard Durnin, William 
Cousins, Barbara H. Brown, and Ronald E. Snyder 
Jean Kailey, Amelia Island, FL 
Alice Keddy. Gorham; in memory of Royden A. Keddy 
Alden and Mabel Kennctt. Bethel 
Roy Killgore, Nipomo, CA 
Kristen J7 King, Worcester, MA 
Kathy Kunkle, Bethel 

Jean Post Lamphear, Shelburne, VT; in memory of Persis Post 

Barbara H. Lapham. Hanover; in memoty of Dale E. Lapham 

Nancy Lincoln, Bethel: in memoty of Louise Lincoln 

Ellen and Stephen Little, Dover, MA 

Maine Society Order of Founders & Patriots 

Fr. Don L. McAllister, Dover. NH 

Mrs. E. M. McGinniss, Bethel 

Mary and Charles Millard, Bristol, RI 

Free! and Penny Milton, West Boylston, MA 

Thomas H. Mitchell, Culver City, CA; in memoty of Albert T. Mitchell 
Mundt-Allen Post 8l American Legion, Bethel; in honor of those who 
serve our nation 

/ ^Nvid and Heather Nivus - Good Food Store, Bethel 
nn and Lucy Nordahl, Bethel 
Northeast Bank 
Peggy Paine, Monson, MA 

Robert and Marilyn Ponchak, Eliot; in memory of Helen Thompson 
Timothy and Iris Roberts, Jefferson City, MO' 

Rotary Club of Bethel 


Doris Sandell, Raymond, ME 
Roxanne T. Sly, Brooklin 
Robert A. Spidell, San Clemente, CA 
The Stevenson Family, Cambridge, MA 
Janet and Dexter Stowell, BetlieF 

Michael S. Stowell. Flagler Beach, FL; in memory > of Billy Stowell 

The Sudbury Inn, Bethel 

James J. Sughrue, Falmouth. MA 

Kent and Ruth Taylor, Portland 

John and Jan Todd, Bethel 

William Ullman, Mason Twp. 

Stephen Verrill, Concord, MA; in memory of Amy and Floyd Verrill 
Dean and Priscella Walker, Bethel 
W. H. and Joyce Wanger, Aina 
Dennis and Rita Wilson, Bethel 


$5 — $99 

Robert Albota, Gatineau, Quebec 

Portia M. Albee, Alameda, CA; in memoty of Portia H. Albee Smith 
A very Angevine, Bethel 

Richard and Sue Angevine, Sr., Upton; in honor of our grandchildren 
Roland E. Annis, Jr., Bethel; in memoty of Louise Annis 
anonymous (3) 

Mary Ann Ashcraft, Westminster, MD 
Jim and Linda Auman, Warren, NJ 
Carol Bailey. Bethel 

Penelope P. Beckmann, Litchfield, CT; in memory of Marjorie 
MacArthur Noll 
Carla Beddo, Vacaville, CA 
Nancy M. Berges, Long Island 
Francine Lake Bergman, Weston, FL 

Bessie Bennett, Bethel; in memoty of Lester Bennett and Sandra Bennett 
Mason 

Linona A. Blake. South Paris; in memoty of Russell F. Yates 
Robert and Cynthia Blake, Bethel; in memory of Betty’ Blake 
Paul and Sally Bodwell, Bethel 
Bonnema Potters, Bethel 

Dr. and Mrs. Henry R. Boureon, Bucksport; in memory of Louis and 
Thelma Van Den Kerckhoven 
Keith H. Bowden, Melrose, MA 

Colleen F. Boyd, West Bethel; in memory of Andrew Boyd 

Don and Eleanor Brooks, Bethel 

Jeffrey Brown, East Longmeadow, MA 

Leland R. Brown, Bethel; in memoty of Barbara 

Musa S. Brown, Bethel 

Albert and Norma Buck, Oxford; in memoty or David Buck 
The Family of Barbara and Norris Brown; in memory of Barbara H. 
Brown 

Gurdon S. Buck, Watertown, MA 
Rosemary Bunn-Laban, Bethel 
Guy and Cheryl Burnham, Bethel 
Catherine Canavan, Cool, CA 

The Rev'd David and Ann (Newmarker) Cannon, Preston, CT; in honor 
of Florence Hastings 
Ann Carlson, Sanford 
Sara S. Carson, Oxford 
Thomas Carter, Bethel 
June Cassidy, Westwood, MA 
Edward A. Cellupica, Bethel 
John R. and Roberta M. Chandler, Lovell 
Steve and Lynda Chandler, Bethel 

Mr. and Mrs. Earle W. Chapman, Maple Shade, NJ; in memoty of Eben 
Chapman 

William Chapman and Helen Shaw, Rockport 
Cho Sun Susni Bar, Bethel 
Donald M. Christie, Jr., Gray' 

Norm and Sylvia Clanton, Bethel 

Richard and Elizabeth Clark, Bethel; in memoty of Bill Wight 
Adaline S. Clough, Bethel 

Nancie S. Coan, Washington, DC; in memoty of Beckie Bailey 
Ray and Joan Cole, Bethel 
Virginia Cole ; Bethel 

Evelyn R. Collins, New Cumberland, PA; in memory of James A. Walker 
and Florence M. Walker 
Eleanor B. Conary, Norwich, CT 
Cleo Corriveau, Greenwood 
Margaret Cousins. Bethel 
Barbara Crocker, Riverside, RI 
Clayton and Lola Crockett, Bethel 
Janice Y. Cross, Bethel 

Mary Jane Cusack, Nahant, MA; in memory of Ina B. Carey 

Robert and Pauline Davis, Bethel 

Tom and Cathy Dawson, Laconia, NH 

Mary DeCoste, Mansfield, MA 

Donald and Joyce Dimick, Osprey, FL 

Thelma Dombkowski, Gorham 

Mary Dooen and Daughters, Bethel; in memoty of Gayland Dooen 

Pat Dooen, Bethel 

Carole Duplessis, Mason Twp. 

Mariann and Hugh Durgin, Norway; in memoty of John E. Grover 

Diane Dyer, WestbrookT in memoty of Bruce Dyer 

William "Dyer, Milford, NH 

Erwin and Shirley Eby, Elk Grove, CA 

Margaret T. Edwards, Upton 

Barbara C. Ellingwood, Rotunda West, FL; in memory of Marjorie 
Cummings 
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Walter and Phyllis Fales, Au Gres, MI 
Carl R. Falk, Fairfield, PA 

Susan Farrar, Bethel; in memory of Emily Saunders 

Norman and Barbara Ferguson; Hanover 

Mrs. Barbara Ferrell, Scarborough 

Jayne Fife, Salt Lake City, UT 

Kevin and Margie Finley, Bethel 

Gordon Fish. St. Johnsbury, VT 

Betty Ann Fishman, Manchester, MA 

Richard and Joan Ford, Concord, MA 

Albert Foster, Bethel 

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Fox, Jr., West Newton, MA 
Jennifer & Richard Fredricks - The Jolly Drayman at the Briar Lea, 
Bethel 

Robert B. Fredrickson, Ballwin, MO 

Mr. and Mrs. Eben Freeman, Portland 

Mark E. Freeman, Panama City, FL 

Funky Red Bam, Bethel 

Gay Kimball Gamage, Saratoga Springs, NY 

Virginia Gamble, Bethel; in memory of George Gamble 

The Genter Family, Brentwood, NH 

Elizabeth M Gilbert, Bethel; in memoir of George Gilbert 

Charlotte Gill, Anchorage, AK 

Larry Glatz, Harrison 

Stephen Gordet, Westwood, MA 

Katherine Gordon, Albany Twp. 

Virginia B. Gracy, Southbury, CT; in memory of Persis G. Post 
Wende Gray, Bethel 

Robert and Anne Grecnleaf, N. Scituate, Rl; in memory of Sherman, 
Mabel and Eldon Greenleaf 
Kathy and Ken Griffin, Jamaica Plain. MA 

Ramona and Richard Grover, Mason Twp., in honor of Rupert Grover 
Juanita Haines, West Bethel 

Susan F. Hamill, Richmond, VA; in memoir of Raymond C. Foster, Jr. 
Jean Hankins, Otisfield 

Carolyn and Thomas Harrison, Daleville, VA; in memory of Elizabeth 
Emery Wight & Ruth Emery Verville 
Jerry and Patty'HartTey, Kaysville, UT 
Suzanne S. Hayner. Newry 

Joshua and Julia Head, Bethel; in honor of our parents 

Charles H. Heino, Belgrade 

John and Wendy Hills, Fayetteville, AR 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hoeh, Albany Twp. 

Heidi M. Holt, Bethel 
Adolf Honkala, Richmond, VA 
Jane W. Hosterman, West Bethel 

Allen and Linda Howe. Bethel; in memoir of Rodney and Geraldine 
Howe 

Greg and Sandy Howe. Gettysburg, PA; in memory of Rodney K. Howe 

James E. Hutchins, Bethel 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Hutchins, Bethel 

IBM Corporation 

Vernon Ingraham, Wareham, MA; in memoir of Jason Alexander 
Ingraham 

Marion Grover Irey, Brevard, NC 

Mildred Jackson. Bethel 

Patricia Jackson, Barstow, CA 

Paula W. Jansmann, Green Valley, AZ 

Dick and Polly Johnston, Spanaway, WA 

John and Elaine Jones, Portland 

Rebecca Kendall, Bethel 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kendall, Bethel 

Mary C. Keniston, Bethel; in memory of Maxine Brown 

Charles and Mary Keoskie, Brunswick 

Rev. Linda J. Ketchum and Bill Stuff, Fairfield. OH 

Elizabeth Kilgore, Interlachen, FL 

Gordon L. Kimball, Sr., Gray 

Margaret and John King. Lakeland, FL; in memory of Gerry Howe 
Cdr. & Mrs. Harry W. Kinsley, Jr., USN (Ret.), Limerick; in memory of 
Kimball Ames 

John and Ann Knowles, Yarmouth 
Harry S. Kuzyk, Bethel 

Gil and Carol LeClair, Green Valley, AZ; in memoir ofE. Elsie York 

Beatrice and Frederick LaPlante, Mercer 

Will and Mary Leland, Berkeley Heights, NJ 

Nesta and Richard Littlefield, Bethel 

John N. Lord, Bethel 

Arlene D. Lowell, Bethel: in memory of Lloyd B. Lowell 
Beatrice and Frank Lowell, Newry; in memory of Dan and lola Forbes 
Deborah Luxton, Bethel; in memory of Barbara H. Brown 
A1 and Tammy MacDormand, Gilead' 

Hal Mahon and Sylvia Vander Sluis, Lancaster, MA 

Mahoosuc Realty, Bethel 

Maine Line Products, Greenwood 

Mary H. March, Bridgton 

Donald V. Marrer, Penfield, NY 

William Marvel, South Conway, NH 

Jo Anne Mayer, Marblehead, MA 

Donna McCluskey, Boston, MA 

Geneva J. McCoy, Gilead 

Robert McCrea, Meriden, CT; in memory of Mary McCrea and William 
McCrea 

Rose Mary McLean, Bryant Pond 

Nancy H. "Mercer, Bethel; in memory of James K. and Agnes H. Haines 
Susan and Stan Milton, Andover 


Madelyn J. Mitchell. Gorham 

Marilyn R. Noyes Mollicone, Augusta; in memory of Bernice and Leslie 
Noyes 

Nina Mollicone, Bethel; in memory of Leslie A. Noyes 
Jim and Josephine Monahan, Gilead; in memory of the Monahan & 
McMillin families 
Joann C. Mooney, London, Eng. 

Robert M. and Joan S. Moorehead, Paris 
Jeremiah F. Morris, Teaticket, MA 
Mt. Mann Jewelers, Bethel 
Burton Mills, Gallatin Gateway, MT 

Jan Lord Mott, Cary, NC; in memory of Doris Lord & Lawrence Lord 
and in honor of Donald Lord & Dwight Lord 
Ellen Mugar, Cape Elizabeth 
Dave and Nancy Murphy, Bethel 
Lucille E. Naas, South Paris 
Robin Nahill, Amherst, NH 
George A. and Danna Brown Nickerson, Bethel 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Noyes, Marshfield, MA 
Carolyn Nygren, Sunrise, FL: in memoir of Ethel and Henry Nvgren 
Hazel and Joe O'Donnell, Auburndale, MA; in memory of Wallace L. 
Harwell 

Paul Oscarson, Bountiful, UT 
Marvin and Tineke Ouwinga, Bethel 
Jean K. Owen, Bethel 
Jim and Lucia Owen, Stoneham 

Barbara Patterson, Bethel; in memory of M. Wayne and Larry W. 
Patterson 

Wendy and Richard Penley, Paris 

Eunice G. Powell, Hanover; in mentor)’ of Harold R. Powell 
Shirley Powell, Centerville, MA 

The Family of Anthony L. Pugliese, Bethel; in memory of Anthony L. 
Pugliese 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Ramage, Bethel 

Jim and Judy Ray, Austin. TX 

Martha E. Rea, Kitteiy 

Casey and Catherine Rein. Marshfield, MA 

Tom and Sylvia Revay } Dedham, MA 

Janet Richardson, Portland 

John N. Richardson, South Paris 

River View Resort, Bethel 

Henry and Elizabeth Robertson, Bethel 

Thelma Rumford, Winter Haven, FL 

Jane Ryerson, Bethel 

Tom and Andrea Sasaki. Burlington, NJ 

John Schneider, Salem, MA 

Lucia and Eric Schwarz, Bethel _ 

Charles A. Scontras, Cape Elizabeth 

Oliveanne Kimball Scott, Lovell 

Jim and Vicki Smith, Bethel 

Smith & Town. LLC, Berlin, NH 

Eugenia M. Spalding, Tewksbury, MA; in memory of Wallace L. 

Harwell 

Martha Spalding, North Billerica, MA 

Nancy and John Sposato, Dover, NH; in memoir of Ruth & Ken Farrell; 
Euphemta "Dick" & and Edward Hastings; the Skinner and 
Sliorroek families 

Charles and Bernice Stevens, Scarborough 
Pat and Henry Stewart, Bryant Pond 
Robert K. Stewart, Cumberland Foreside 

George and Mary Stowell. Falmouth; in memory of George & Harriett 
Stowed and Alton & Sylvia Luxton 
Theodore B. Strange, M.D.. Chestertown, MD 

Larry and RowcnaWentzell Strout, North Waterboro; in memoir of Stan 
and Millie Wentzell 

Persis B. Suddcth, Bowie, MD; in memory of Persis Amazina Cushman 

Swan Screen Printing, Bethel 

James and Marilyn Swan, Bethel 

Richard and Sally Taylor, Bethel 

Verna Thayer, Mason Twp. 

Clara H. Thurston. Frycburg 
Mike and Connie Thurston, Bethel 

Peggy and Don Tobin, Bandera, TX; in memoir of Nathan Rice 
Twitched and Phillips Brooks Twitched 
Bill and Gale Tout, Bethel 
Barry Tracy, New York, NY 

Dr. and Mrs. John Trinward, Waterford; in memory of Nancy 

Donald and Constance Vautour, Waterboro 

Frank and Janet Vogt, Bethel 

.1. Christopher Walsh, Shrewsbury, MA 

Maude Ware, Inverness, FL 

W. J. Wheeler & Co., Inc., Bethel/South Paris 

Anne M. White, Byficld, MA 

Betsy Wilder, Keene, NH; in memory of Frank & Crystal Gorman 

June and Ken Willey. Epsom, NH 

Peggy Williams, Carlisle, PA 

Mane Witter, Gilead; in memoir ofFerrol! P. Witter 

Lester and Sharon Wormell, Ridgefield, CT — 

Joy Heywood Yarncll, Upton, in memoir of Charles Errol Heywood r 

Barbara Yates, Newry; in memory of Bryce Yates 

Edna York, Bethel; in memoir of Herbert and Maude Bean 

Jeanette G. York, Orrs Island’ 

Jane B. Young, Bethel; in honor of Margaret Tibbetts 
THANK YOU! 
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( Western Maine Saints, continued from page 1) 

long, treacherous journey to Salt Lake City, where they 
transformed a harsh desert environment into fertile farmland 
and created a major American city. 

Joseph Smith, Jr., was bom in Vermont in 1805, and his 
nard working but poor family moved often during his 
childhood. While living in Palmyra, New York, young 
Joseph was intensely influenced by this religious 
conflagration and confused by the sectarian controversies that 
surrounded him. He stated that he asked God for wisdom and 
that his prayer was answered in a series of revelations. The 
first one occurred when he was about fifteen years old, and he 
reported this to his family. In 1823, by Smith’s account, he 
received a revelation from an angel, Moroni, who told Smith 
where to find a set of golden plates. From these plates, 
engraved in ancient hieroglyphics and compiled by Moroni’s 
father, Mormon, Smith translated The Book of Mormon. 
Published in 1 830, this scripture told of an ancient history of 
the Hebrews who had settled in North America and an 
account of Jesus bringing the Christian message to the new 
world. Soon after, missionaries spread out across what are 
now the eastern and Mid-Atlantic States. 

Missionaries first arrived in Maine in 1 832, and in that 
year they baptized Timothy Smith in Saco, after which a 
branch of the church was formed. Missionaries Wilford 
Woodruff and Jonathan Hale converted approximately one- 
hundred persons from the Fox Islands — now Vinalhaven and 
North Haven — in 1837-1838. Forty-six converted in 
Bethel/Newry, Maine, between 1 833 and 1 870 (mostly during 
the 1 830s), among them Aaron and Hannah Carter York and 
William Furlsbury and Sarah York Carter. 

Joseph Smith, in The History of the Church of Latter-day 
_ S aints . Period /, wrote that on 21 August 1838, “Seven of the 
'welve [LDS apostles] met in conference at Saco, Maine. 
The church in that place numbered fifty-seven; the Dover 
branch in New Hampshire, eight.” On 28 August 1838, 
Smith continued, “This day I preached on the duty of wives. 
The traveling High Council assembled in conference at 
Farmington, Maine, and resolved — that this be called ‘The 
Maine Conference.’ The Church at Farmington numbered 
thirty-two; in Sitter B., [Letter B] twnyty-two[sic]; in Akwry 
[although this town cannot be located on current maps, 
“Newry” may have been intended], twenty-five; in Errol, 
New Hampshire, twenty; all in good standing.” It is not 
possible to give the exact number of converts, because 
members to a new faith come and go. The best estimate is 
from the Encyclopedia of Latter-day Saint Histoiy that states 
approximately five-hundred saints left for Utah from Maine 
between 1832 and 1847. In 1850, Brigham Young ordered 
the Saints still remaining in Maine to migrate to the west. 

Six of the nine children of Hannah Knight Libby and John 
Carter converted: Dominicus, the oldest; Hannah, who 
married Aaron Marean (often spelled Mereon) York; William 
Furlsbury, who married Sarah (Sally) York; John; Richard, 
and Eliza Ann Carter Snow. John Carter and three children 
Almira, Philip Libby and Mary Jane, traveled as far as 
Nauvoo, Illinois, but did not convert. Dr. William B. 
Lapham, in the genealogical section of his History of Bethel, 
Maine, merely states that Aaron and his sister, Sarah, “went 
to Utah,” and another sister, Martha Eames York, who 
married Philip Libby Carter, “went to Tioga, Illinois.” 

During its early years, the LDS Church was a lightening 
od for controversy because of its heretical beliefs about the 
Bible and Christianity, communal economy, monolithic 
politics and, until 1890, the practice of polygamy or plural 
marriage. A chapter in the town history of Saco, “The 
Mormon Invasion,” describes the reaction to the missionaries 
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Mormon Temple at Kirtland, Ohio 


by many townspeople: 

“The Mormon elders were unwearied in their efforts to 
enlarge the circle of their influence and to drum up recruits 
for their semi-religious community. Like flaming heralds, 
they traveled from town to town, and their evident sincerity 
and unbounded enthusiasm drew thousands to them. But 
there was determined opposition. The ministers of the gospel 
stood outside and openly warned their people to keep clear of 
these missionaries of a strange faith. The culminating effect 
proved that the spirit of the Mormons was identical to 
Cochranism [one of the new sects that grew out of the Second 
Great Awakening], Both systems produced the same ruinous 
upheaval in the domestic circle, and the wreckage of blasted 
homes was scattered all along the coast where the devastating 
storm held sway.” The writer notes that, at this time, 
polygamy had not been mentioned and that some of the 
converts moved west, including James Townsend who built 
the first hotel in Utah. Others became preachers, traveling in 
North America and internationally to gain more converts to 
their faith. 

On 15 August 1835, Brigham Young came to the Sessions 
home and encouraged those who had been baptized the 
previous summer by Daniel Bean and John F. Boynton to 
move west. In the summer of 1 836, the Yorks and Carters, 
along with others from Bethel and Newry, traveled to 
Kirtland, Ohio, then the church headquarters. In August, 
David Sessions drove Mary Ann Frost Steams and her 
daughter, Mary Ann, to Portland. Here the mother and her 
three year old met other converts with whom they traveled to 
Kirtland. It took the Sessions family until June, 1 837, to settle 
their affairs, at which time they left for Kirtland. Here the 
Bethel/Newry converts attended the newly built temple, 
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participated in church meetings and joyfully sang the songs 
of Zion. Kirtland, between 1831 and 1837, was the home of 
the church’s first temple, and here is where it first established 
its organizational structure, leadership hierarchy, church 
doctrines and rituals, spiritual education programs, and strong 
missionary movement. However, all was not well when 
Aaron and Hannah Carter York and their families arrived 
there. 

In 1 837, the Kirtland church underwent a turbulent period 
after incurring a large debt on the building of the temple, 
buying land, and assisting new members who had settled in 
Missouri and were in financial need. The failure of the bank, 
the Kirtland Safety Society, aggravated what was already a 
desperate situation. The bank had been established by the 
church after its application for a bank charter had been denied 
twice, in 1836 and 1837, by the Ohio legislature. Internal 
opposition arose against Joseph Smith and other church 
leaders, and many Saints apostatized and left the church. 
Opposition also arose from the non-Mormon or Gentile 
community, threatened by the church’s financial and banking 
practices, land speculation, and communitarian economic 
practices. Persecution had begun in Ohio at least as early as 
1832, where on March 25 lh ; Joseph Smith had been beaten, 
tarred and feathered. The Mormon emigration began in 
January, 1838, and by July most of the Saints had left 
Kirtland for Far West, Missouri. 

Eliza Ann Carter Snow wrote about the family’s 
experience after arriving in Kirtland: “The next year [1837] 
an apostate movement arose, and John F. Boynton, the 
missionary who had brought them the gospel in Maine and 
had since become one of the first quorum of apostles, became 
one of the bitterest and most violent leaders against the 
prophet. So intense was the persecution, that those who 
remained staunch and faithful were forced to leave for Far 
West, Missouri.” In February, 1838, William F. Carter and 
Eliza Ann, who had recently married James C. Snow, began 
their journey, driving a team of oxen. It was bitter cold, and 
in Terre Haute, Indiana, one of the oxen died. They had no 
money and no home, so they took shelter in a horse stable 
during the worst winter storms. Eventually Hyrum Smith’s 
company came along, and Eliza and James traveled with them 
to Jacksonville, Illinois where her brother, William, and the 
one ox, left behind, caught up with them. “He had made a 
harness and tackled him up and the one ox carried his wife 
and three children to Missouri, and when I saw him, I 
rejoiced to see him have so much faith, but the Gentiles made 
all manner of fun of him. They said, ‘there goes a d — 
Mormon with one ox,’ but he got out of there just the same; 
and Father Joseph Smith said it would be in the annals of 
history. 

“Afterthat the Kirtland Camp [comprised of impoverished 
saints who could not afford, without church support, to go to 
Far West] came along and we went to Missouri with them. 
We went into an old log house that we could poke a cat out 
between the logs and there my first child [Sarah Jane] was 
born; it was the 30"' day of October in the year 1838. ...It was 
cold and snowed every day and the mob came into Far West 
the very day of her birth, and we were much excited. 1 could 
not keep the midwife long enough to dress my child. ...The 
mob was blowing boms and firing guns all night long. We 
were without bread or anything to make bread of, but by the 
help of the Lord we were preserved by the brethren giving up 
arms and promising to leave Far West.” Mormons first 
arrived in Missouri in 1831, settling in Independence, 
Jackson County; by 1 833 opposition against these pioneers 
drove them across the Missouri River into Clay and Ray 
Counties. There, in 1836, facing ongoing enmity and in an 


attempt to avoid their hostile Gentile neighbors, the Saints 
agreed to move to Far West, an isolated undesirable area that 
no one else wanted. The carefully designed city plan was the 
same model used in developing other cities of Zion, including 
Salt Lake City. By the fall of 1838, Far West had grown into — k 
a thriving community of 5,000 citizens. However, in the 
same year, the Saints were hounded from Missouri after 
Governor Lilbum W. Boggs, on 27 October 1838, ordered 
them out of the state. 

In addition to its contentious financial and religious 
practices, political opposition arose against the church. 
Missouri had been established as a slave state by the Missouri 
Compromise of 1 820, and many Saints had come from the 
anti-slavery northeast. Whether they were truly opposed to 
slavery is not entirely clear. Joseph Smith was strongly 
opposed to slavery, but most Mormons refused to take an 
anti-slavery stance, believing it to be established legal 
precedent in Missouri. However, the perception that the 
Mormons were against slavery persisted, which added to the 
opposition against them. Moreover, the efforts of the Saints 
to convert the Indians aroused alarm among the non- Mormon 
residents. Forced to abandon their homes and property, the 
Mormons moved to Commerce, Illinois, which they renamed 
Nauvoo. This city became the new church headquarters. 

In February, 1839, Eliza, her husband James, infant 
daughter, and two other families were on the move again. 
They shared one wagon, drawn by several old horses, and 
took turns walking, this time to Illinois. They had no tent, 
and slept near their campfire. In this group were Domenicus 
Carter, and Aaron and Hannah Carter York with their 
families, and John and Hannah Knight Libby Carter. On 1 1 
August 1 839, Sarah Emily, a daughter of Domenicus, age two 
years and three months, died. In October, the group finally 
arrived at a location near Lima, Illinois, twenty-five mile^v 
south of Nauvoo. It was named Morley’s Settlement fo. 
Mormon leader Isaac Morley, also known as Yelrome 
(Morley spelled backward). In 1842, John and Hannah 
Knight Libby Carter purchased land there. 

Nauvoo prospered initially and was allowed liberal powers 
of autonomous self-government by a charter from the Illinois 
legislature. Here, between 1839 and 1844, the church built 
its second temple and established a militia. Members 
contributed their efforts toward establishing a hotel, flour 
mill, foundry, chinaware and tool making factories. Converts 
from England, who began arriving in 1 840 contributed to its 
growth, and by 1844, the population of Nauvoo was 10,000, 
the second largest city after Chicago. However, the Saints 
had settled in swamp land. Mosquitoes caused malaria and 
unsanitary conditions and tainted water caused many to 
become ill with typhoid fever. Poverty plagued the 
community, because the Saints had been forced to leave their 
previous settlements, including Kirtland and Far West, in 
haste and many English converts arrived without financial 
resources. 

In June, 1844, Joseph and his brother, Hyrum, were 
murdered while imprisoned in the Carthage, Illinois jail on 
flimsy charges of treason. The accusations against them grew 
out of charges and counter charges that followed the 
cessation and destruction of the Expositor, shut down by the 
City Council because of its inflammatory anti-Mormon 
articles. The fact that, early in 1844, Joseph Smith had 
declared himself a candidate for President of the United 
States no doubt contributed to what was a volatil'*' 
atmosphere. Elder Perrigrine Sessions, with his unique 
syntax and spelling, wrote the following about this event: 

“. . .Brother Joseph and Hyrum was taken and when in prison 
under the pretection of Goviner [Governor Thomas Ford] and 
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the plited faith of the State they were Murdered in cold blood 
in Prison by a gang of black harted reches on the 27 of June 
1844...” 

In September, 1 845, a mob burned one-hundred-twenty- 
five buildings in Morley’s settlement and Lima. The 
Residents fled to Nauvoo, and when they returned to harvest 
their crops, vigilantes who were never put on trial, killed 
Edmund Durfee. In February, 1846, the Yorks and Carters, 
along with many faithful compatriots, began to evacuate 
Nauvoo. They crossed the Mississippi River into Iowa, first 
by boat and, after the river froze, on foot. By summer only 
about six-hundred Mormons remained, mainly those too sick 
or too poor to move on. From the tenth to the twelfth of 
September, 1 846, skirmishes occurred between the Saints and 
an Illinois renegade militia. On the thirteenth, the Battle of 
Nauvoo ensued, lasting only one and three-quarter hours. 
Surrendering to their far stronger adversaries, the remnant 
Saints agreed to leave the city, and the Illinois troops agreed 
to protect the helpless residents who were unable to travel, 
some of whom were non-Mormon newcomers to the 
settlement. Hubert H Bancroft wrote in the History of Utah, 
1540-1886, that the militia disregarded the treaty. “The mob 
entered the temple, ordered an inquisition, and regardless of 
Mormons or new citizens went from house to house, 
plundering cow-yards, pig-pens hen roosts and bee-stands 
indiscriminately; thus turning some of their best friends into 
enemies, bursting open trunks and chests, searching for arms, 
keys, etc. ...In the temple ringing bells, shouting, and 
hallooing; they took several to the river and baptized them, 
swearing, throwing them backward, then on to their faces, 
saying: ‘The commandments must be fulfilled and God damn 
you.’” By the end of September, all the Saints had departed, 
leaving behind their property and any hope of peaceful 
/- ^ccommodation with the Gentiles. 

In 1 847, led by Joseph Smith’s successor, Brigham Young, 
companies of wagons began the 2,000 mile trek to the 
western territories, at that time still a part of Mexico. As the 
day of departure from Nauvoo drew near, John Carter 
adamantly refused to join the church. He died in 1852 in 
Illinois. Domenicus, a skilled blacksmith, stayed in 
Kanesville, now Council Bluffs, Iowa, to help prepare the 
emigrant trains for the grueling trip ahead. He and his mother 
crossed the plains in 1851 and arrived at Salt Lake City on 
the twentieth of June. In 1852, he was elected counselor to 
George A. Smith, who had married another Bethel/Newry 
native, Lucy Meserve Smith [no relation] on 24 November 
1 844 in Nauvoo. George Smith presided over the settlement, 
and James C. Snow became the first president of the Utah 
Stake. 

The Saints had chosen, as their new home, the remote 
Great Basin in order to geographically separate themselves 
from hostile Gentiles. However, the church recognized that 
it depended on the United States to provide protection, 
investment capital and consumer goods. In 1 849, the church 
instituted a formal governmental structure with a constitution 
and elected officers. Brigham Young was elected governor 
of the proposed state of Deseret, a word from the Book of 
Mormon that means honey bee. Deseret, as first envisioned 
by the church, covered approximately 490,000 square miles 
extending from the Sierra Nevada range on the west to the 
Rocky Mountains on the east and encompassed an area that 
included present day Utah, Nevada, parts of California, 
^Arizona, New Mexico, Idaho, Wyoming and Colorado. The 
Tate of Deseret ended in 1851, when the United States 
Congress passed the Compromise of 1850, which made 
California a state and created the territories of Utah and 
Nevada. 

Conflict continued, however, between the LDS Church 


and the United States Government, because the Saints 
continued to practice and strongly defend their 
unconventional religious and collective business practices 
that did not include non-Mormons. The church’s 
involvement in politics and their practice of plural marriage 
aggravated the situation. War broke out in 1857, when 
President James Buchanan sent in an army to “reestablish law 
and order” and replace Brigham Young with Alfred 
Gumming, from Georgia, as territorial governor. The Utah 
War, later considered a gross overreaction by President 
Buchanan to political pressure and unreliable information, 
was brought to an end by a truce brokered by Thomas L. 
Kane. Kane was a Pennsylvania judge, a prominent 
Democrat and reformer. An advocate of abolition, education 
for women and prison reform, he became a strong friend and 
supporter of the Saints. A close bond between Kane and the 
Mormons developed after he became ill at Winter Quarters, 
Nebraska, across the Mississippi River from Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. Here he was nursed back to health by the Saints, and 
he never forgot their kind treatment. The Saints, in gratitude 
to him for his efforts on their behalf, named their settlement 
at present day Council Bluffs, Iowa, Kanesville. 

After renouncing polygamy in 1890, Utah entered the 
Union in 1 896. Clashes between the Saints and the United 
States ended, and greater cooperation between the Mormons 
and non-Mormons developed. Here in a barren dessert, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints finally found a 
place where its members could practice their faith in peace. 
From one of the most persecuted creeds at the beginning of 
the twentieth century, today the Mormon Church has become 
the most successful of the nineteenth century utopian groups. 
In 2006, its membership was 5,599,177 in the United States 
and in Canada, and almost 13 million worldwide; in 2006, it 
grew by 1.74%, the second fastest growing denomination 
among the twenty-five largest churches in the United States. 

Hannah Knight Libby Carter died shortly before or on 2 
November 1867, age eighty-one, having lived with her son, 
Domenicus, who had helped settle Provo. “Those who 
remember her describe her as short in stature, with a round 
face, impressive blue eyes and refined and dignified bearing. 
She frequently wore a lace cap and was very prim and neat. 
She was well educated and industrious, keeping her knitting 
close by and working even in her advanced years.” Her 
funeral was at the Provo Cemetery, and the day, according to 
Eliza was very cold. On Memorial Day, 1941, a bronze 
plaque, with the motif of a covered wagon, was placed at her 
grave. It read, “HANNAH KNIGHT LIBBY CARTER, Oct. 
9, 1786 - Nov. 1867, ‘faithful in the day of trial.’” 

(to be continued) 



Hannah Knight Libby Carter bronze gravemarker 
Courtesy of Gary and Marcia Braithwaite 
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Sing-a-long event at 2007-08 New Year's Bethel, led by Lynn 
Arizzi at the piano. 


Errol Briggs of Bar re, VT and Harrison, ME (left) with a 
compass he brought for “Valuation Day ” on November 10 
for Jay Boschetti of Steam Mill Antiques, Bethel, to comment 
upon and provide some idea of its value. 


Entertainer Judy Lee (with friends) presented a fast-paced, 
interactive and fun-filled Broadway-style cabaret show at the 
2007 New Year's Bethel celebration. Photo by Alison Aloisio, 
courtesy of the Bethel Citizen. 


Photo Gallery 


New Year’s Bethel 2007 revelers enjoyed the ever-popular 


marshmallow roast on the Bethel Hill common. Photo by 


Alison Aloisio, courtesy of the Bethel Citizen. 
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Diary of Edgar Harvey Powers 

(continued from the last issue) 

_ ^ February 14-Got started to go down to 

antes [s/c] to see how they was [s/e] getting along, but met 
Milton and he told me I could do no good if I went in there, 
so I did not go down. He said Estella was worse and could not 
live. I am very sorry; wish she could get well. Charles and 
Sarabette have been down here today. Charles went down to 
James [s/c]. He said Estella was dying. If it must be so, she 
will be saved a life of trouble. I do not think it proper to have 
an exhibition next Tuesday and have taken measures to stop 
it. I feel it is my duty to stop it, and shall do so if it is in my 
power. Estella died this afternoon at twenty five minutes past 
two. James sent up for Loch and I to go down and sit up with 
the corpse. We went down, but John Saunders said he and 
wife Angie Rowe Saunders was [s/c] going to sit up, so we 
come [s/c] home. February 15-Went down to see if I could 
help James [s/c] folks any. I went up and got Abner [Powers] 
to be one of the bearers. Chopped wood awhile and Mrs. 
Roberts wanted me to go after Edwin and Theresa. Met them 
coming down at the upper schoolhouse. Just got back & 
James wanted me to go up and get Josh [Howard] and Preston 
[Howard] to go down and sing. Went up round by Howards 
[s/c] & Saunders. Walcott addressed the mourners and made 
a prayer. It was the most solemn occasion I ever witnessed, 
and the handsomest corpse I ever saw. Mr. Bessey and Mr. 
Steames [s/c] stay here to night with one yoke of oxen and 
sixty one sheep. February 1 6-Mr. Bessey paid me two dollars 
for his keeping last night. Milton and I got up two loads of 
wood for James this forenoon. Has been snowy this 

‘“Afternoon. Carried some balm gilead buds up to Mrs. 
[William O.] Straw. Went down to the village with Loch. 
Carried a saw down to Holts [s/c] to get fixed that Edwin left 
here. James [s/c] folks are getting along pretty well, I guess. 
Emma is quite sick though. February 17-The coldest day 
we’ve had this winter. Have not been down to Mr. Roberts 
to day. Saw Mr. Howard, and he said they had help enough, 
so I thought it was so cold, I would not go down. Called up 
to see Cod. Ann Black is there. I guess they will not have 
many to the circle to night. It was to be at Unckle [sic] 
Orsons [s/c] to night. February 18-A very cold night, last 
night. We broke out the roads today. Joshua R. Howard called 
here this morning. He said he set [s/c] up with James [s/c] 
folks last night and the night before last. I called down to see 
them this afternoon. They all appear to be doing well except 
Emma. She is a sick child. She will not take anything if she 
can help it. February 19-Called down to James G. Roberts 
this morning. Emma appears to be a little better. Hope she 
will get better in a few days. Carried Julia Stearns [daughter 
of B. Franklin and Julia] over to Rumford Corner. The 
thermometer stood at 28 [degrees] below zero this morning. 
Got the house insured in the Monmouth Company. Mr. [Peter 
Y.] Beans [s/c] other girl [Sarah L.] died this morning with 
Diptheria [s/c]. His boy is sick with it again. Loch ran away 
last night, but Cod over took him at Lockes Mills and brought 
him back. February 20-Have been chopping drift wood to 
day. Called down to James G. R [Roberts] this 

^forenoon. They are getting along nicely. Emma is decidedly 
oetter. Went up to Newry. Called on Charles but staid [s/c] 
at Edwins [s/c] all night. Charles swaped [swapped] my 
watch with Ira M. Russell, and got six dollars in money, and 
some change. Had a very good time at Ned’s. Sarabette let 



me take two of her papers to read Mrs. Ryerson is quite 
frightened about Diptheria [s/c]. Aunt Sally [Sarah Stearns] 
and Orville have been at Unckle [s/c] Orsons [s/c] visiting 
today. Liz and Philantha [Howard, daughter of Joseph] went 
up to spend the evenng, and staid [s/c] till twelve. February 
21 -Come [s/c] down from Newry this morning. It is quite 
good sleighing. Called at Abner Browns [s/c] to look at them 
[s/c] chaise that Charles traded for. They are very good 
chaise. Loch told me to day, that if Corydon had not got to 
Lockes Mills just as he did, in fifteen minutes he should have 
been on his way to Boston. He has told before, he thought 
likely he should run away sometime but I did not think he 
would. He and the girls are going to school on Bethel Hill this 
spring. If I could let this farm or get a good, steady hand to 
come here and see to things till the middle of May, I should 
go to school this spring. Got started to go over to Elias 
Bartletts [s/c], to put some letters in the office, but stopped to 
James, and before I started his wife came in there, so 1 gave 
it to her. Emma is recovering quite fast. I promised Corydon 
I would stay with him to night and so its half past seven. I 
must go. February 22-1 staid [s/c] with Corydon last night. 
We went to sleep about twelve. He told me all about Loch 
running away. He stole twenty dollars of Corydons [sic] 
money, or rather he took it. Cod told me some thing about 
himself I little thought of. Loch come [s/c] along and wanted 
me to go down with him. I put a bushel of corn in his sleigh 
and went down with him. After I got back 1 put up some oats 
and corn, and went to the mill. Could not get it ground to 
day, and had to leave it. Corydon started for Washington this 
morning. He gave Loch the twenty dollars he took when he 
ran away, and a fur collar. Loch has been down here this 
evening. I have not felt very well today. I don’t know but I 
have a little cold. Hope I shall not be blunderhead enough to 
write one thing over twice. February 23-Went up to Abner 
Browns [s/c] [resided where Stanley Brown lives today] and 
got them [s/c] chaise I bought. Loch, Elvi, and Delphina (?) 
went up on Bethel Hill to school today. They board 
themselves. I have been chopping wood to day. Mother has 
been down to Cyrus Bartletts [s/c] this evening. 1 went down 
and got the grist. Stopped for the mail. Got letter from Mary 
E. Lampher. Come [s/c] up and stopped to Cyrus, awhile. I 
heard to night that Milton Roberts wife [L. Josephine Jewett] 
had got the Diptheria. They are all doing well, down to the 
village, and up around the Pond [Howard Pond]. 

(to be continued in the next issue) 



Gravestones of Edgar H. and Jennie D. (Stearns) Powers in 
the Hanover, Maine, cemetery. 
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Member Profile 
Ken and Gwyneth Bohr 

Kenneth Bohr was born in 1919 in Boston, MA, the son of 
Harry and Miriam Bohr. He attended schools in upper New 
York State, Ohio, Massachusetts and Canada before 
graduating from high school in Portsmouth, Ohio. He 
enrolled at MIT in 1937, graduating in 1941. Having joined 
ROTC at MIT, he was called to active duty in the summer of 
1941 and served as an ordnance officer for four years, two in 
the States and two overseas in England, France and (after the 
surrender) in Germany. Following his service in World War 
II, he returned to the U.S. and married Gwyneth Griffin, 
whom he had met during his MIT days. He and Gwyneth, 
who served as a lieutenant in the WAVES during World War 
II, attended graduate school with the financial assistance of 
the G.l. Bill. After several years teaching, Ken and his family 
left Cambridge, M A for Washington, DC, when he was hired 
by the World Bank. He remained with the that institution for 
thirty- two years, during which, among other postings, he was 
assigned work in India for four and one half years and was 
allowed to bring his family with him. Ken and Gwyneth 
retired to Bethel in 1986, but had purchased their residence 
here in 1982. Ken had become familiar with some parts of 
Maine from his camping and canoeing experiences going 
back to 1930. Since retirement, he has been especially active 
in the Mahoosuc Land Trust, Project Opportunity and in 
developing the Town of Bethel’s Comprehensive Plan. 


Gwyneth Bohr was bom in Evanston, IL in 1920, the 
daughter of Bryant and Maurine Griffin. She was educated in 
West Orange (NJ) schools, and graduated from Radcliffe 
College in 1941. She married Ken Bohr in 1946, following 
service in the WAVES, where she was a Personnel Officer*-*, 
and Assistant Security Officer in a factory in Cincinnati, OH. 
Gwyneth also graduated from Simmons School of Social 
Work in 1948 and from Virginia Theological Seminary in 
1979. She was ordained an Episcopal priest, serving as 
interim rector in churches in cities and small towns in the 
Washington Diocese, southern Virginia, and later in Maine. 
She has conducted a monthly Episcopal House Church in 
Bethel since 1 99 1 . Very active in Androscoggin Home Health 
hospice visiting and training as well as NTL, she is presently 
on the Finance Committee of Bethel’s Lewin Center. 

Both Ken and Gwyneth have been enthusiastic and 
generous supporters of the Society for many years. Ken also 
served as Secretary and Clerk of the Trustees of the Society 
from 1988-1991. 

Ken’s hobbies include canoeing, camping and gardening. 
He is currently also writing his life story. Gwyneth enjoys 
reading mystery novels, knitting, and outdoor activities such 
as gardening. 

They are the parents of three daughters and have four 
grandchildren. 


Query: Author Ann Chandonnet of North Carolina is 
annotating letters by Andrew Jackson Bean (1828-1919) of 
West Bethel to his sister Eliza Howard Bean Foster (1835- 
1 867) of Lowell, Massachusetts. She is interested in knowing 
more about other members of the infantry company Andrew,— 
enlisted in, Company I, 5th Maine Volunteers. If you havi 
materials related to the Fifth Maine or to the Ebenezer Bean 
family, please contact her at chandonnetvale@bellsouth.net 
or 6415 Tarheel Drive, Vale, NC 28168. 

In Mcmoriam 

Died, 9 November 2007, Barbara H. Brown, Bethel, Life 
Member 

Died, 1 8 December 2007, Ronald E. Snyder, West Bethel, 
Senior Member 

{O'Neil Watson Robinson continued from page 1) 
won approval at the 1821 town meeting. On 27 December 
1833, Robinson became Bethel’s second postmaster 
following the resignation of Dr. Moses Mason, who was 
leaving for Washington to assume his duties as United States 
Congressman from Maine. Robinson’s “liberal” temperament 
politically was also in evidence in matters of faith since he is 
listed as a founder of the Universalist Society. In 1835, he 
sold his house and store to Robert Chapman, resigned as 
Postmaster and moved to Portland for a time and then 
Waterford. He served as a Justice of the Peace during his 
Bethel days and represented the town in the Maine House of 
Representatives in 1832. Becoming Sheriff of Oxford 
County ini 843 while living in Waterford, he continued in that 
post until 1850. He owned large tracts of land along the— 
Androscoggin in the towns of Gorham, Berlin, Milan ant. 
Dummer, New Hampshire. He and his wife had six children 
and are buried with four of them in the front row of Bethel’s 
Woodland Cemetery.* 
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TROUBLE ON THE TRACKS 

Grand Trunk Railway 
of New England Tragedies 

Author Jeff Holt provides absorbing details concerning 
some four dozen accidents (some of them catastrophic) on 
the former Grand Trunk / Canadian National line from 
Montreal to Portland, Maine. This well-designed book 
features over 200 photographs, 16 maps and diagrams, 
endnotes, and a complete index. 196 pages, softcover. 
$29.95 

To order : Send check or money order to the Bethel Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 12, Bethel, ME 04217-0012. Members may 
deduct 10% from prices given on orders of $10 or more. 
Shipments to Maine addresses should include 5% sales tax. 
Shipping fees for Media Mail/Parcel Post: under S I 0 = $3; $ 1 0 
to SI 9.99 = S4; S20 to $30 = $5; over $30 = $6. For Priority 
shipping, please double these amounts. 

*For a list of additional items available from the Museum 
Shop, please visit our web site at www.bethelhistorical.org 
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Bethel, Maine 


The Bethel Historical Society 

P.O. Box 12 

Bethel, ME 04217-0012 
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REGIONAL HISTORY CENTER 


*- PLEASE HELP US KEEP THE COURIER COMING TO 
YOU BY TELLING US WHEN YOU MOVE OR CHANGE 
YOUR ADDRESS! 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE: 

www. bethelhistorical.org 


CORPORATE/BUSINESS MEMBERS 

The Bethel Citizen ~ Bethel Village Motel/Ruthie's ~ 
Brooks Bros., Inc. ~ Cafe DiCocoa/Market & Bakery ~ 
The Chapman Inn ~ Richard A. Douglass, Inc. ~ Funky 
Red Barn ~ Gideon Hastings House - Goodwin's Inc. ~ R. 
D. & Irma Holt Memorial Sculpture Garden ~ Jewelry by 
Addison Saunders - The Jolly Drayman at the Briar Lea 
Inn ~ Lennox Capital Management of Maine, LLC ~ 
Locke Summit Estates LLC ~ Mahoosuc Realty, Inc. ~ 
Main-Land Development Consultants Inc. ~ Moore 
Recycling Associates Inc. ~ Mt. Mann ~ Northeast Bank 
~ Norway Savings Bank ~ Oxford Networks ~ Perham's of 
West Paris ~ Pleasant River Motel ~ Pok Sun Emporium 
Inc. ~ Pooh Corner Farm ~ Riverbend Associates, Inc. ~ 
S. S. Milton ~ Sessions & Associates ~ Smith & Town 
Printers LLC - Smith Reuter Lull Architects ~ Specialty 
Timberworks - Stony Brook Recreation ~ The Sudbury 
Inn LLC - Sunday River Inn ~ Sunday River Skiway/ 
Corp. - Swan Screenprinting ~ The Victoria Inn & 
Restaurant ~ W. J. Wheeler & Co., Inc. ~ Western Maine 
Supply Co. ~ D. A. Wilson & Co., LLC - Douglas 
Zinchuk Caipentry 









